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E.9. 11652GDS 

TAGS: MASS MO JO IR 

SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE TO MOROCCO 

REE: AMMAN 0688(REFTEL/NOTAL) 

1. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TELEGRAM CONTAINS MESSAGE FROM 

KING TO SECRETARY FOR DELIVERY TO PRESIDENT. KING DICTATED MESSAGE 
TO ME IN HIS OEFICE EVENING FEBRUARY 8. EOLLOWING HIS CONVER- 
SATION WITH SECRET MOROCCAN MISSION WHICH ARRIVED HERE THIS AFTERNOON 
FROM IRAN. MISSION HEADED BY CHIEF MOROCCAN AIR FORCE. MISSION 
PRESENTED KING WITH REQUEST EOR MILITARY AID AND REPORTED RESULTS 
CONVERSATION WITH SAH. 

2. KING IS IMPRESSED WITH URGENT NEED EOR MILITARY SUUPORT IN 
MOROCCO AND SAYS HE BELIIVES MOROCCAN CLAIMS THAT SOVIETS 
AND LIBYANS ARE POURING IN WEAPONS. CRUX OF KINGS REQUEST IS TO 
HELP HIM HONOR MOROCCAN PLEA FOR 25 F-5A'S AND 36 

106 MM RECOILESS RIFLES. KING WILLING TO PROVIDE LATTER 
WITHOUT SEEKING REPLACEMENT. SHAH SAYS HE WILL GIVE 4 OR 5 ESA’S 
ON CONDITION THEY APPEAR TO COME EROM JORDAN AND THAT US GIVES 
ITS AGREEMENT TO THE TRANSFER. KING SAYS HE WILL COOPERATE. 

IN ADDITION HE SAYS HE IS WILLING TO TRANSEER 20 OF THE F-5A 
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GIVEN HIM RECENTLY BY THE SHAH TO MOROCCO IMMEDIATELY. HOWEVER 
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HE WANTS us TO PROVIDE HIM AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE WITH REPLACEMENTS IN KIND OR SOME EQUIVALENT NUMBER OE 
E-5E'S. HE WOULD NOT TRANSEER OF COURSE UNLESS WE GAVE PERMISSION 
WHICH IS REQUIRED UNDER THE EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH US CONCERNING 
THESE AIRCRAET. 

3. MOROCCANS HAVE ASKED EOR ADDITIONAL ITEMS OE EQUIPMENT WHICH 
ARE INCLUDED IN A LIST WHICH I WILL PROVIDE IN A LATER PARA (PARA 7) 

OP THIS CABLE. SHAH HAS SAID HE WILL ALSO PROVIDE MUNITIONS EOR THE 
P-5A HE WISHES TO TRANSEER "THROUGH" JORDAN. PINALLY KING ASKS 
EOR ADVISE AND ASSISTANCE ON GETTING AIRCRAFT TO MOROCCO 
EXPEDITIOUSLY. 

4. ALTER KING DICTATED HIS LETTER WE TALKED EOR A FEW MINUTES 

I TOLD HIM THAT MY OWN PERSONAL REACTION WAS THAT US WOULD NOT 
HAVE PUNDS OR AIRCRAET TO REPLACE THE F-5A HE WAS CONSIDERING 
SENDING TO MOROCCO. DID THE MOROCCANS 

INDICATE THEY COULD PAY EOR THEM? HE SAID HE THOUGHT THAT WAS 
POSSIBLE THEY WOULD DO SO. KING IN THAT CASE WOULD LIKE SOME SORT 
OP HIGH PRIORITY ON THE DELIVERY OP ADDITIONAL P5E'S HE WAS AWARE 
BECAUSE I TOLD HIM THAT ONE EOR ONE REPLACEMENT WOULD NOT BE VERY 
LIKELY BECAUSE OP THE DIPFERENCES IN COST. I BELIEVE HE WOULD BE 
HAPPY INDEED TO BE ABLE TO CONVERT THE F5A'S INTO E'S AT SOMETHING 
LESS THAN A ONE EOR ONE TRADE OPE. HE ALSO TALKED ABOUT SEEING 
THE SHAH SOON AND TRYING TO PIND OUT WHETHER THE SHAH COULD HELP 
PINANCE THE DEAL. THIS I VERY MUCH DOUBT SINCE THE SHAH GAVE THE 
AIRCRAET TO JORDAN IN THE PIRST PLACE. HE IS THUS NOT VERY LIKELY 
TO TURN AROUND AND PAY EOR THE REPLACEMENTS EOR HIS GIPT. 

THE KING MENTIONED THE SAUDIS AS A POSSIBLE SOURCE OP HELP AND 
SAID HE MIGHT CONSIDER GOING THROUGH SAUDI ARABIA IF HE VISITS IRAN. 

HE ALSO INDICATES IN HIS LETTER TO THE SECRETARY THAT HE WILL 
BE IN TOUCH WITH THE SAUDIS. 

5. PINALLY, THE KING MENTIONED SYRIA. HE SAID THAT THAT ASAD 

TOLD HIM LAST MONTH THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO STAY OUT OP THE MIDDLE 

OP THE SAHARAN PROBLEM IP HE COULD ESPECIALLY SINCE HE 

WAS TRYING TO BE A MEDIATOR. BUT IP IT WERE NECESSARY FOR HIM 

TO DECLARE HIMSELP HE COULD NOT TURN HIS BACK ON MOROCCO APTER WHAT THE 

MOROCCANS HAD DONE TO HELP HIM IN OCTOBER 1973. KING SPECULATED 
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THAT SYRIA WOULD GIVE OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCES TO MOVE THE AIRCRAFT 
AND THAT HIS FRIEND JUAN CARLOS IN SPAIN WOULD ALSO BE COUNTED UPON 
SIMILARLY 

TO HELP MOROCCANS. KING ALSO ASKED WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHING WE 
COULD DO FROM OUR ASSETS IN EUROPE TO HELP QUICKLY. I DID NOT LEAVE 
MUCH ENCOURAGEMENT ON THAT POINT. 
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6. OF THE REMAINING ITEMS ON THE LIST KING SAID HE WAS EITHER 
WOEFULLY SHORT OR COMPLETELY OUT OF THE ITEMS MENTIONED. WHILE I 
WAS IN THE OFEICE HE CALLED CHIEE OF STAFF BIN SHAKER TO CHECK 
AGAIN THAT 106 MM RECOILESS RIFLES COULD BE SPARED. MOROCCANS 

HE SAID HAD INDICATED THAY HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH US AND THAT 
WERE TRYING TO SPEED UP OUR REGULAR PROGRAM OP MILITARY AID. 

7. MOROCCAN LIST (EMBASSY TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH.) 

1) TOW MISSILES LAUNCHERS 24 MISSILES 480 

2) PORTABLE ANTI AIRCRAPT MISSILES REDEYE 200(OR MOREO) 

3) ARTILLERY M 109A2(155MM SP GUNS) 16 

4) 106 MM GUNS 36 

5) AMMUNITION 5.62 ATO 4,000,000ROUNDS 

6) ARTILLERY AMMUNITION 12,800 155MM SHELLS DIVIDED AS FOLLOWS 
10 PC SMOKE/OR PHOSPHORUS, 10 ILLUMINATION, 70 PC HIGH 
EXPLOSIVE AND 10 PC TRAINING ROUNDS. 

7) ONE SQUADRON OF F5 25 AIRCRAFT WITH MUNITIONS AND 2 TACANS 

8. KING HAS ASKED FOR AN EARLY REACTION GIVEN MOROCCO'S 
IMMEDIATE NEED. HE REPORTS THAT MOROCCANS SHORTLY EXPECT TO BE 

IN AN AREA WHERE ALGERIAN RESISTANCE WILL INCREASE AND WHERE 
ALGERIANS AIR SUPERIORITY WILL BE PELT. 

PICKERING 


SECRET 
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